
1935 to 1940 Ford Crossmember  
Installation Instructions 

 
*Note: Please read all directions before installing and double check 
            all measurements before welding. 
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1. After removing the old suspension components, locate and mark the 

two rubber snubber holes on the bottom of the frame, which should 
be above the centerline of the front axle. 

 
2. Tack weld a brace across the frame rails in front of the old 

crossmember. 
 
3. Remove the old crossmember, radiator mounts (which can be 

re-installed later), and steering box moun
 
4. Hold the boxing plates against the inside of the frame rails. Grind the 

frame flanges to fit tight on boxing plates. Try to keep the frame rails 
about  2 5/8”  thick where the new crossmember is to be installed
You may also have to clamp the frame flanges together if they are too 
wide for the boxing plates. 

 
5. Scribe a line through the centerline of the rubber snubber holes 

around the frame rails. Double check the 112” wheelbase by 
measuring back to the rear end or by looking at the frame blue print 
supplied in the instructions. 

 
6. Install the lower crossmsmber, centering it on the scribed axle 

centerline. If the crossmember is too tight in the frame (the frame 
should measure 30 5/16” across), grind the sides of the crossmember 
to fit. Make sure all measurements are correct before welding the 
joints. 

 
 
7. Remove temporary brace across frame rails. Also, grind smooth and 

weld in all rivets on top of the frame.  
 
 
 



8. Install top spring towers on top of the frame rails with the front edge 
of spring tower 1 5/8” forward of the front edge of the lower 
crossmember (see illustration below). After double-checking your 
measurements, weld towers in place.   

 

 
 
9. Install lower control arm with the Pinto strut rods (which are shorter 

than Mustang strut rods) bolted to them. Also install the cupped 
washers, rubber bushings, strut rod mounting plates, and nuts on the 
strut rod end. Tighten nut to the correct seated position.  

 
10. Clamp a 2 x 4 on the bottom edge of lower crossmember with it 

extended out to hold up lower control arm. Heat Pinto strut rod in 
curved area and straighten out until mounting plates line up with 
bottom of frame. Tack weld mounting plate and gusset to bottom of 
frame. Disassemble strut rod and rubber bushings and finish welding 
them. 

 
11. Assemble front suspension parts and all body parts. With car on all  

four wheels, set front suspension alignment to Pinto specifications: 
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